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Editorial
In all honesty, it has been a very difficult year; quite easily the most difficult 
one I have had since joining the team. It has felt like a bit of a roller-coaster, 
or perhaps Hull Fair’s ghost train is a closer fit.  Much of the year has felt like 
we’ve been strapped in and taken on a journey, without much control of the 
direction in which it is going. There have been parts of the ride that didn’t 
seem like they’d end, some hidden swerves, at least one unexpected deep 
dip and we definitely ended up somewhere we didn’t imagine when the ride 
began.

We suffered the disappointment of things not working out with our former 
children and youth worker Amy, which left the team deflated but also further 
stretched. Some of our closest families, including virtually every one of our 
local volunteers, have been through some deeply difficult times. Occasionally 
we have been alongside them at the centre of these messes and at other times 
we have watched from the sidelines - both have been equally hard places. 
The lowest point however, was the sudden loss of Adam, a young person we 
loved. Along with this, throughout the year we have worked under the threat 
of losing buildings that are crucial to parts of our ministry and significantly 
we have had the year-long discussions about our relationship with British 
YFC (please read the letter that accompanies this Stoppress).

God has repeatedly reminded me to check my focus. Psalm 121 is a tool that 
he regularly uses to get me to evaluate where my gaze is fixed; to look for him 
and the good he is doing around us instead of down into the mire. And so, 
despite this year feeling like a year of holding on rather than pushing on, as 
I have lifted my head up, I have come to see that there genuinely has been 
much to encourage us and be thankful for.

The decision not to renew our charter with British YFC, although tinged with 
much sadness, also brings new anticipation. We have no intentions of moving 
forward alone, we have greatly valued the close relationship with BYFC  and 
all the benefits that such a partnership has brought. Our partnership with CMS 
remains strong, but we are also looking to build a new relationship which will 
further strengthen the work through support, inspiration and accountability. 
Conversations have already begun and we are really excited by the prospect 
of learning from and sharing learning with a new network of Christ-centred 
groups living and working holistically in similar urban, deprived communities.



Regarding the buildings, we are quietly hopeful that not only are their futures 
looking more secure, but that  they will receive new investment. So now, 
instead of contemplating drastic changes to parts of our work, we have 
been given the opportunity to  dream and plan new ways they can grow and 
develop.

With regard to the struggles our families have faced: we are simply grateful 
to have been in the position that meant that they did not have to face 
them alone. The most obvious example of things to be thankful for comes 
from the most painful and darkest time of the year.  I am so grateful for the 
opportunity we had to be an important part of Adam’s life; grateful we had 
the opportunity to share Jesus’ story with him; grateful that we were able 
to walk with him as he responded to that story. I’m thankful that we are 
close enough to his family that we could bring some comfort and support. 
I’m particularly glad that along with Liane Kensett, we were able to lead his 
celebration service which, centred on our steadfast believe that Adam’s faith 
had eternal implications, was a witness of hope to several hundred people. 
In a community which has a close relationship with death and grief, I believe 
the service was a beautiful gift and, given the comments afterwards, one that 
won’t be quickly forgotten. I’m grateful that we had the opportunity to be 
part of the answer to the question ‘Where is a loving God in all of this?’

This year will leave a mark for both its sadness and its blessings. At the end 
of it, I feel we have been given yet more evidence to testify to Romans 8:28 
‘We are confident that God is able to orchestrate everything to work toward 
something good and beautiful when we love Him and accept His invitation to 
live according to His plan.’

On behalf of the team, thank you so very much for your encouragement, care 
and support and especially your prayers that have kept us going. We would 
like to wish you a very happy Christmas and blessed New Year.

Richard



Autumn Activity
Harvest
In October we had a spud dig. A 
long, dry summer, less time on 
our hands to tend our “crops” and 
some over-enthusiastic tomfoolery 
from local kids meant there wasn’t much else to 
be gleaned from our hopeful planting earlier in 
Spring. Nonetheless, 
we managed a 

wonderful harvest meal with our Breakfast Club 
families: chicken dinner with our home-grown 
potatoes and an assortment of donated vegetables 
from another community growing project, Rooted 
In Hull. It felt more like a big, happy family meal 
than another worthy initiative; and giving thanks 
and ‘breaking bread’ together in God’s house - we 
wanted for nothing more!

Pedlar’s Cart
During the summer we applied for a few pedlar’s licences for some of our more 
regular Orts members. Intended as an opportunity to learn both how easy and 
how hard it might be to “have a go” at some enterprise without a big initial 
financial investment. In November we took our colourful cart out for a first toe-
dip. We made nearly £100 at a short evening event in the Minster, and about £5 
in four and a half hours of chilly Autumn sunshine in the busy city centre the 
next day! A good first lesson. We will tweak our game plan and be out again 
undaunted, so look out for us if you’re in or around Hull!

Big Conversation
As part of her Big Conversation tour, Emma 
Hardy MP came along to our Tuesday Parents 
Group.  We discussed a number of issues with 
her, one of which lead to her asking a question 
in Parliament later in the month!  It was great to 
see concerns raised by our parents, who often 
feel politically disenfranchised, being taken 
seriously and leading to action taken by our local 
representative.



Zone 3
Our after school club for primary school aged children has been taken on by 
Emma and a few of our volunteers this term.  Here are some pictures of what we 
have been getting up to:

Greenbelt
As part of a Hull collective some of the team were involved in the Greenbelt 
festival this Summer, running workshops followed by acts of worship. We had 
some feedback which made us rejoice and give thanks:
Soul Sore, Soul Soar - ‘Started so gentle and grew into this beautiful act of worship 
and being present with God. Craig and I found it so moving. To be honest, to 
begin with we were like “What’s this all about?” then by the end I was holding 
back the tears as I tried to remain professional. The puppets were genius and 
I really enjoyed how the momentum built as it started with the bee. Very smart 
and effective.’
Wild Rumpus - ‘This was my fav! I was in awe. Loved the puppets made out of 
cardboard that the children made prior to the worship. I thought it was brilliant 
how worship ended with everyone leaving the tent and going out into the world. 
For both acts of worship I loved how there was always a blank canvas at the back 
where adults and children could go to, but still be part of the worship. I’ve taken 
this style of worship on board and hope to do something similar when I preach, 
where appropriate.’

 Youth Club Trip
 Go Karting



Bonfire Night
Early in November, we gathered in the community 
garden to celebrate Bonfire Night.  Due to the size 
of our plot, our ‘bonfire’ was necessarily small and 
we gave the fireworks a miss.  Instead, we gathered 
to share food and fun and light in the darkness - 
something we all 
needed as so many 
of our HYFC family 

grieved Adam.  Our parents 
group baked goodies, we fired 
up the pizza oven and filled 
ourselves with hot chocolate.  
The children e n j o y e d 
making lanterns, to which we 
attached the following blessing: 
‘May you know the love of Jesus close to you and may you all 
shine as lights of love when the world seems dark’.  

Baby Group
It was never the plan to re-start baby group at this time.  There is a lot else going 
on and Susie, who was very much the brains behind starting the group in the 
first place, is unfortunately not able to help with the sessions at the moment.  
However, so many people had been asking if we could get things going again 
that it felt like a time when plans had to be put aside in order to listen to our 
community. Thanks to some of our incredibly generous volunteers in giving up 
their time, we have been meeting on a Thursday afternoon with new people 
joining us all the time.  The group is bolstered by introductions made by our local 
primary school and feels like a very much needed space for those with young 
children in our community right now.



Food for 
Thought
‘Tuesday meal’ has always had at its 
heart an intention to support those 
who came on their faith journey. So 
now and again, the team re-think 
how that might happen. During the 
summer Rich and Chris asked me to 

introduce a regular focus for reflection 
after the meal each week - something 
they have called ‘food for thought’.
And so, since September, I have 
joined in the meal each week and 
tried to introduce some moments 
for reflection. This has meant either 
reading the bible or praying together. 
It seemed to me these (along with 
eating together) are the basic activities 
that bring us into contact with God 
and should be ‘do-able’ for anyone. 
So we have tried to start this new habit 
on Tuesdays after we finish eating 

together.
As this was potentially something 
new for some of the people coming 
on Tuesday, we tried to keep it fairly 
straightforward. So when we read the 
bible, we use a short passage from 
Mark’s gospel. We listen to it being 
read a couple of times (by different 
people with different translations) and 
then we share our questions about 
the passage. Very often for Christians, 
reading the Bible together tends to 
focus on answers, and often the right 

answer. The problem with focussing 
on answers so much is that it is easy 
to either feel we don’t know enough 
to have the right answer, or to think 
we do know the right answer - and so 
either stop listening, or make sure we 
tell everyone else what we know. This 
can make it hard for everyone to join 
in together.
The nice thing about starting with 
questions is we can (or should) all 
have them when we encounter the 
Scriptures - and we will probably have 
different ones. There are no right or



wrong questions so everyone can 
join in, however much knowledge or 
understanding we might have - or 
think we have. None of us understands 
everything there is to know of God, 
or everything God may be trying to 
say to us at a particular time. As we 
share our questions we can catch 
glimpses of where our understanding 
is (and appreciate if it’s not in the same 
place for all of us), and we might also 
become aware of something that the 
Spirit is trying to say to us.
The other thing we share together 
after our meal is praying, in simple 
ways and with a simple focus. So far 
we have prayed prayers of thanks, 
prayers to ask for forgiveness, and 
prayers to ask God to act in the lives of 
the people and the world around us. 
Nothing ground-breaking there, I’m 
sure you’ll agree. But starting to pray 
can be a scary process. A few years 
ago a book was published of ‘Prayer 

Experiments’. I like the idea of prayer as 
an experiment because it captures my 
own experience of prayer as something 
that can seem to ‘work’ or ‘not work’ 
at different times. Experimenting 
with prayer also acknowledges that 
different ways of praying will work 
better for different ones of us. Some 
of us will like to talk, others will listen 
in silence and others will feel close to 
God though an activity of some sort. 
‘Experimenting’ with prayer can help 
reduce the sense of failure that can 
often come when we take our first 
steps in communicating with God. 
So our prayers have been simple and 
structured as we start on our journey 
together. Having introduced three 
different focuses for our prayers we will 
come back to them in different ways 
over the coming weeks. Please pray 
for us as we continue on our journey 
together.

Jon Steel

Harvest Thanksgiving
Breakfast Club is reliant on the generosity of the churches that collect cereals, 
fruit juice, tea, coffee and sugar at their Harvest 
services. So we would like to say a very 
big thank you to the congregations at 
All Saints’ (North Ferriby), St. Andrew’s 
(Kirkella), St. Nicholas’ (Wigginton), St. 
John the Baptist (West Hull), St John’s 
(Newland) and St. Mary’s (Haxby). We are 
very grateful for your long-term, generous 
support and partnership in the mission.



It’s all in the 
timing

Youth work can be a fine balance 
between encouraging and teaching.
Part of our mission is about finding 
that particular question, the one 
that stops a teenager in their tracks, 
makes them assess where they’re 
at to such a degree that it makes 
them change direction. It could 
be about work, education or faith. 
Some version of Mary Oliver’s “What 
will you do with your one wild and 
precious life?” But it’s the timing 
that turns a good question into a life 
changing one.

Recently, I felt somehow pressed 
to ask a lad who lives on our street, 
comes to youth club and hangs out 
in the community garden whenever 
he wants somewhere to chill, a 
question: did he have any thoughts 
on who may have kicked in the side 
of our brick-built barbecue in the 
community garden?  I was realistically 
pessimistic about getting the answer 
I was looking for or hoping for, but 
the timing seemed right. To my 
surprise the lad owned up without 
flinching. It wasn’t an intentionally 
malicious act, nothing against us, he 
was just having some growing-up-

teenage fun (also known as showing 
off). The next timely question was, 
did he fancy helping rebuild it? Again 
without flinching, he said yes.

And so a few days later Rich, 
Jamie and myself spent a couple 
of hours together mixing cement, 
re-laying the bricks, finishing off 
with a bit of pointing and then of 
course the necessary standing back 
and marvelling at our handiwork. 
Kingdom stuff.

Chris



Adam Smith
On the 14th of November we said goodbye to a dear member of our Hull YFC 
family. Adam was just 19. He suffered from epilepsy and sadly on October 
26th, after experiencing a fit, his airways became restricted and he did not 
recover.

Adam’s faith was very important to him and he had been baptised by us six 
years ago. He was a big part of the summer camp and attended our Food 
for Thought bible study a few days before he passed. We had the privilege of 
helping with the funeral service, which as a testament to Adam’s generous 
hearted personality was attended by well over three hundred people. Adam 
leaves behind mum Angie, step-dad Nazm and brothers Ali, Jacob, John Paul 
(former HYFC Mission Apprentice) and Luke.

Please hold them all in your prayers.



Thy Kingdom Come
Sometimes change is by infinitesimal degrees - a transformation that 
happens so slowly that it is all but imperceptible, cellular, and yet eternal.

Sometimes change comes in spurts, lurching with ungainly gait, a step 
forward here, a slip up there, a slide back down the snake, a laboured longing 
for the ladder short-cut.

Sometimes change is slow and steady, so much progress, but still - will they 
get it? Do they know all this is about love, not success?

Sometimes, change is a firework, catching us by surprise, all blaze and glory. 
And then it’s over. But the watchers are changed.

Always, change is something we are compelled to partner in, but not of our 
doing.

How hard to be responsible but not in control! 
Come Lord Jesus.
Come Holy Spirit.
Come patient God who holds space and time.

It’s not the scheduled activities or obvious signs of support that really define 
what we do or get us out of bed in the morning. It’s the other stuff, the loving, 
the praying, the hoping - the reassuring look can be more transformative than 
the multi-agency meeting, the laughing together about our inadequacies 
more healing than the methadone programme.

We have stuff to do, and we do it well. 
But change happens at a whole other level and it’s timing is not of our making. 
We do see people and their situations changing.
We give thanks to the Change-maker.
We name the Jesus we share.

Anna



Mission Statement
To create long term community based projects, sharing the gospel with a culturally 
sensitive approach, whilst serving and supporting established youth work in Hull.

Aims
To Express the whole gospel through actions and words. 
To Empower people through relational centered work. 

To Establish workers/people to live and work within the community. 
To Encourage people to encounter the hope of Christ. 

To Educate and Equip Christians with the gospel in this age.

Core Values
To be Christ centred   To live and work holistically
To work relationally   To promote justice
To live simply    To serve and be served
Love!

Board of Trustees
Andy Dorton (Chair)     Joy & Mike Donaldson
Pete Court      Cathy & Martyn Westby
Andy Tillotson      Cathy Beynon
Jill Barton (Safeguarding)    Stephen Moore (Treasurer)    
    

Staff
Richard Newby - Team Leader 

Chris and Anna Hembury - Youth and Community (CMS Partners) 
Emma Newby - Families

Sue Adlard - Administrator +

Contact Details
c/o Boulevard Baptist Church, (01482) 221059
Gordon Street, Hull.    
HU3 3HJ    office@hullyfc.co.uk

www.hullyfc.co.uk


