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Editorial

In the late 1940’s, Billy Graham, Youth for Christ’s first full-time worker, came
to Hull and preached at the, now closed, City Temple Church on Hessle Road.
As a consequence, in 1951 Hull Youth for Christ was established. Decades later,
despite a period of absence, there is something special about the fact that we are
still serving in the community where he first spoke.
Over that time however, this community has dramatically changed; once thriving
but now deeply deprived. Billy Graham would find both the appearance of this
area and the spirit of its people, unrecognisable. It should therefore be no surprise
that our approach to sharing that same Good News has also changed, but unlike
the community I wouldn’t call it unrecognisable. Many of the key tenets to his
approach are still firmly present.
Firstly, we still have that same supreme confidence in the Gospel to transform
lives. The language we use and the fact that we now embrace the significance
of actions just as much as words to share, reflects the way the community has
changed. But our core belief in that power is still central. Although vital, we know
that it is not strong relationships or tailored support alone that will bring lasting
change but it is the truths of the gospel shared alongside that brings long-term,
lasting change.
Secondly, many at the time and since have noted how essentially simple his
messages were. We believe in that same simplicity and offer a clear message,
accessible to all, shared in light of the different ways that people experience,
learn and grow. And in its simplicity we see it cut through; meeting the desperate
needs of those who will listen.
Thirdly, at the core of Billy Graham’s message was the eternal optimism that
everyone could find salvation through Jesus. HYFC intentionally returned to this
community 24 years ago to re-establish this belief at the centre of our work. We
endeavour to ensure that those on the margins are not ignored and we firmly
believe that they and their struggles and baggage are all redeemable.
Finally, the element that Billy Graham is most renowned for is still very present
in our mission: the invitation. The action of getting out of your seat and coming
to the front was an essential element of his style and a key visual aid that he
believed would encourage the faith of everyone present. Although the invitation
we now offer does not come in the shape of an altar call, we do however
proactively welcome people into the family that we are nurturing. Through the
purposeful action of getting up, volunteering and contributing to this Kingdom
building effort, we also see faith being encouraged not only in the individual, but
also in all that are witnessing it.
As I’m sure you know, Billy Graham passed away in March, at the age of 99. The
legacy that he left in Hull, let alone the world, is immeasurable. Although our
approach here will continue to evolve to ensure the gospel we share remains
relevant to this community, we will also endeavour to ensure that same faith,
passion and unwavering confidence he had remains ever present in this ministry.

Rich

Some highlights ....

Our Easter fair, organised by the
parents, was a huge success raising
£420 for our activities. Matthew was
thrilled to win Guess How May Eggs in
the Jar with an exact guess!!

Fiona became the newest resident
of Matt’s House. We look forward to
sharing more about her and all she
hopes to bring to the community in
the months to come.

Tuesday group have
been trying out
Wok cooking, with
Martin and Steph
from SEARCH.

We enjoyed blessing our local school’s
staff with an Indian buffet, a chance
to show them how valued and
appreciated they are.

Breakfast club families enjoyed a
sunny day out at the Yorkshire Wildlife
Park.

Our garden continues to grow! This
year we have planted all the essential
veggies for a community roast dinner
when harvest time comes.

Home Improvement SOS
In St Matthews Parish Hall on the Boulevard, Orts found her “home”. From the
minute we walked in the doors (in late 2013) of the space we use we could
imagine ourselves settled, busy, secure. The room had previously been used as a
pharmacy so we were fortunate to have all the shelving and storage we needed
for fabric, wool, sewing machines and craft paraphernalia. It took no time to
make our house a home. Layer upon layer of fabrics and skeins of yarn softened
the space, and spools of coloured thread brought joy. Sorting the stock of bright
buttons and happy haberdashery gave a sense of a loved and cared for space.
Over time the room has become filled with memories, bunting and banners
created together for particular occasions, some-one’s first go at a quirky bird or
fabric flower, a gifted machine here, a picture painted there. All the touches that
make it personally stamped, always essentially more dwelling place than project
space. A home.
Orts has always been a sharing
space, whether that be food, skills,
tears or triumphs. Around our
table we eat, pray, love; we hold
each others stories and dare to
tell our own; we grieve together
over one person’s loss, rally to
fight another’s unjust treatment,
despair
at
our
parenting
predicaments and delight over
every home-cooked offering. And
always, even on our most worldweary days, there is laughter.
More than four years on from our first crossing of the threshold our safe space is
full of life, brimming with ideas and buzzing with activity and chatter, somewhat
bursting at the seams but still always finding room for one more person at
the table for food. Yet increasingly we see the problems associated with our
flourishing: It is difficult to find room for working on a larger piece such as
clothing; the step up into the main space makes access very difficult for some of
the women (two are leg amputees); privacy for a more confidential conversation
has to be found outside the room in the cold; often someone comes, wanting
company but needing headspace and rest, and the space has become a little too
bustle-y to provide that kind of peace.
So we are looking to make some home improvements and enlarge the place of
our tent! We have been blessed with an untapped gift. Above the false ceiling in

the room is another 8 foot of space. If we
build a mezzanine floor, we will effectively
almost double our usable space and create
a peaceful area, at a gentle distance but
still connected to the liveliness of the space
below, which can be used for working on
larger projects, a more private one-to-one
chat, or just a lie down and some respite.
The church has always been hugely
supportive of Orts, but of course it has no money and the parish hall runs only
on the income generated by the rent from those groups who use the hall. We
have been quoted around £15,000 for the necessary works, which will include
levelling the existing floor to improve accessibility. We are applying to trusts but
struggling to get capital funding for changes to a building we don’t own and where
our future security of lease can’t be guaranteed long-term. We have explored
other options but believe this is the right home for us and want to invest in the
building - it is a huge asset
for our community, the
home of our youth club
and community garden as
well as cubs & scouts and
other community groups.
So, undaunted, we plan to
fund-raise the old-school
way and are hoping
to rally your support!
Our next playful plot: a
sponsored granny square
knit/crochet-off! Please
share the word, get
anyone willing involved,
stitch up the squares and
sell/auction the blankets
or send them to us to do
that. And if you are up
for thinking up your own
one-off fundraiser and
running with it we’d love
that, of course!

Anna

Life in All
its Fullness
As I sit quietly at my desk, my daughter
is noisily playing in her bedroom with
her friend. I can hear Freya sharing
stories of some of the things she
enjoyed on her holiday, especially
her visit to Legoland. It’s a little
uncomfortable for me as I know her
friend has never enjoyed a holiday
in the same way Freya has, in fact
she has spent little time outside of
our community. Freya then finds the
present she bought for her, a keyring of
a small Lego character with blond hair,
and she tells her that she saw this and
thought it would remind them that
they both have the same colour hair.
Her friend then excitedly declared that
she had a toy that she wanted to give
Freya, and so on it went.
Many would quite rightly say that the
blond hair shared by Freya and her
friend is one of the few things they have
in common. Her friend comes from
a
benefit
dependent,
single parent
home which
battles with
m e n t a l
health issues.
The
team
supports
Mum,
and
E m m a
attends
meetings
she
has
with Social

Services, who have concerns for the
family’s wellbeing.
As I hear them play, I recall loving and
genuinely caring people sharing their
concerns for us bringing our girls up in
this community; concerns about the
school they would go to and the type
of peers they would have. I’d be lying if
I said that I was above such concerns.
I had a very insulated childhood,
primarily due to the geographical

isolation of rural nowhere, but also
because I grew up in a relatively
wealthy area. I have always regarded
that as a blessing. One of the main
reasons I decided to move onto the
Boulevard came through Matthew
10:39 ‘…whoever loses their life for
my sake will find it.’ I am growing in
my ability to testify to the truth of
this promise, but I am also learning
that much of what I once thought so
difficult to give up appears increasingly
to have been an illusion.
Some of my earlier church experiences
reinforced my own inbuilt selfpreservation instincts that this was a
verse to marvel at, but not necessarily
act upon. I once attended a church
where the leader shared that God
would not call him into hardship
because he had a family, and God

wanted the best for his family (a belief
rarely verbalised, but commonly held
on one level or another). Compounding
this, is the misinterpretation of the idea
of calling, whereby only those who
experience an undeniable ‘burning
bush’ moment are required to make
any drastic lifestyle changes from the
cultural norm. We allow this belief to
take precedence over the repeated
reminders
throughout
scripture
and significantly the example of
Jesus which explicitly reveal that the
Christian is inherently called to a life far
from the status quo. That my family’s
life choice is seen as radical (despite
our lifestyle being a mere shadow of
the one we follow) is evidence of a
subtle, pervading prosperity gospel;
one we have become accustomed to.
In fact it is my daughters who are
prospering, by sharing their lives
with those less fortunate and not
being sheltered from them; living
alongside, experiencing and knowing
and because of that also having the
opportunity to bless and be blessed by
them. They will grow up with a more
rounded experience of the world,
which is not ignorant or in denial of the
fact that this world is a very hard and
unfair place for some.
Yes there is risk. Experiences of
other missionaries teach us that just
because I feel we are being faithful

to God doesn’t mean that He puts
an impenetrable shield around my
children. Not even God’s own son was
afforded such protection. Perhaps
this is in part because such a shield
would inevitably also be a barrier - to
knowing and being known, blessing
and being blessed. I would go as far
as saying it is this first hand, lived
experience and the opportunities that
brings which are essential ingredients
for experiencing the hallowed dream
of ‘life in all its fullness’.
I say: it’s worth the risk. I am glad to
have my daughters partner Emma
and I in trying to be a blessing to our
community and I’m blessed to see
my daughters’ lives enriched by our
damaged community. What I once
considered would be a loss, I am
learning to see is gain. What I once
thought was blessing, I am now not so
sure about.

Rich

What do you think about
Jesus?
It’s a question we may ask of ourselves from time to time. As youth workers
this is one of the many questions which comes up when in conversation with
young people. At Hull Youth For Christ we have the privilege of standing up in
front of hundreds of children and sharing our faith in Jesus, and some of these
are the children who become the teenagers we take on camp and who attend
youth club. We recently took the opportunity to ask some of our teenagers the
question, “What do you think about Jesus?” As well as a couple of cheeky extras,
here are some of their responses:
What do you think about Jesus?
That’s what it’s all about, helping people to see that Jesus is a part of
everything even if you don’t fully believe in him.
Great individual, sick dude.
He did his job for the world.
God’s Son, like a superhero.
Someone who has done a lot of good.
I don’t think I would be the same without HYFC and Jesus.
Love. He brings people together. I know he existed.
Jesus died for us all, like a rebirth.

What does the cross mean to you?
It represents Jesus hung up on the cross, sacrificing his life.
It’s about death, then he came back to life.
Religion. Christianity.
Reminds me of being a child.
It helps you pray.
Fashion.
Has being a part of Hull Youth for Christ made a difference to your life?
You’ve taught me a lot of stuff about God.
If I didn’t come here (youth club) I would just sit at home. You’ve made me feel
better about myself.
You’ve helped me with my anger issues, I can’t imagine life without Hull Youth
for Christ.
We were excited at the prospect of asking these questions and were encouraged
not only by their straight talking, but by the fact that the young people we know
are so happy and comfortable to sit and chat about Jesus. I think it is testament
to the strong bonds and trust we have built up over time.
We pray for our young people that, from time to time, they might ask themselves
the question, “What do I think about Jesus?”

Chris

Extracurricular
Activity
Firstly, I want to start by saying how
much respect and admiration I have
for the Youth for Christ team. They
work tirelessly in our local community,
changing the lives of many of the local
families in our area struggling with a
whole plethora of problems. I have
been teaching at Chiltern Primary
School for the past five years, and
the Youth for Christ team have been
a constant support. In particular, I
have worked closely with Chris who
has taken on many roles in my life;
counsellor, spiritual guidance, but
most importantly a friend. As someone
who has always found it difficult to
believe in God, Chris and the team
have shown me that the church is one
big family. I have not been judged for
my reservations and lack of knowledge
and understanding of the Christian
faith. I have been welcomed with open
arms and found a great support in
these people, which touches my heart
more than words can express. Youth
for Christ are a shining light in a dark
community and have made me come
to the realisation that even though
I may be tentative about joining a
church, or worried I may be pointed out

as a non-believer who is just finding
their feet, the church is about more
than that. It is a network of support; a
family, a group of people that respect
you for who you are and offer no
judgement, a counselling service and
most of all a place of love. It has made
me question my own belief system
and begin to start looking into and
contemplating God further, which is
something I never thought I would do.
In my darkest times, Chris and the
Youth for Christ team have been there.
They have made me realise that I do
have self-worth, that I am somebody
and someone who is worth love, joy
and respect. Without the kind words,
support and love I receive from the
team who knows where I would be or
how I would stand in front of you today.
They have given me the strength and
the confidence to keep going, to keep
pushing through even when I feel I may
have to give up. Chris and Anna have
made me see the bigger picture, made
me realise that I am also a key part in
this community and people come to
me for the same reasons they go to the
Youth for Christ team. I can honestly
say I feel like a part of the family, and
if I ever need anything, I know where
I would be going for help. I have so
much love in my heart for the Youth
for Christ team, so much respect,
admiration and an overwhelming
feeling of pride when I work alongside
them. However, in Chris, I have found
a friend, a counsellor, a missing piece
to my puzzle in life and path to greater
things. For that, I do not have enough
words to convey my gratitude. All I can
say is thank you and I love you.

Natalie Sellers

Prayer Requests - June
Please pray for:
•
•
•
•

Chris who is taking some time off in Jersey until the 9th June.
The CMS Resource Weekend (22nd - 24th) being hosted in Matt’s House for
pioneer ministers on the MA trianing course.
Opportunities and creative ways to engage some of our parents in one-toone support to help them face more deep rooted issues.
Chiltern Primary School Summer Fair which the team is helping run on the
23rd June. It is an opportunity to support the teachers raise much needed
funds towards a budget so stretched by the great needs of our community.

Give thanks for:
•
•
•

The local volunteers passionately leading our after-school club. Pray that
their confidence will grow as they see they have much to offer and that God
will further their spiritual journeys through their involvement.
The community garden and Matt’s House garden which provide lovely
outdoor spaces in the warm weather for groups to gather and learn.
The passion and energy of our parents to raise money for the work, in
particular through the sponsored bike ride at the end of May. It is a huge
encouragement to the team.

Prayer Focus
Many of you will remember Andy Tillotson who worked with us a few years ago.
After a time, he changed jobs, got married to Sheena and has since returned as
a Trustee. We first met Andy through Breakfast Club; he was a dialysis patient
on the waiting list for a kidney transplant. He eventually had the operation and
was well and active for a good number of years. However, recently his body
rejected the kidney causing a lot of pain and fluid on his lungs. This has been a
very difficult time for them. Sheena is trying to hold down a job whilst managing
the children and the house on her own and Andy has obviously been very unwell
but also very frustrated as he likes to pull his weight. Please pray for healing for
Andy, strength for Sheena and also that a dialysis machine might be freed up so
Andy can get treatment at home.

Sign up to our Monthly Prayer Letter

Receive regular ministry updates to help inform your prayers.
Please get in touch with Sue
01482 221059 or office@hullyfc.co.uk

Mission Statement
To create long term community based projects, sharing the gospel with a culturally
sensitive approach, whilst serving and supporting established youth work in Hull.

Aims
To Express the whole gospel through actions and words.
To Empower people through relational centered work.
To Establish workers/people to live and work within the community.
To Encourage people to encounter the hope of Christ.
To Educate and Equip Christians with the gospel in this age.

Core Values
To be Christ centred			
To work relationally			
To live simply				
Love!

To live and work holistically
To promote justice
To serve and be served
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Andy Tillotson			
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Staff
Richard Newby - Team Leader
Chris and Anna Hembury - Youth and Community (CMS Partners)
Emma Newby - Families
Sue Adlard - Administrator +

Contact Details
c/o Boulevard Baptist Church,
(01482) 221059
Gordon Street, Hull.				
HU3 3HJ				office@hullyfc.co.uk
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