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Chair’s Report
2017 had some real highlights. Church Mission Society had completed the purchase of St Matthew’s Vicarage, now ‘Matt’s House’, and spent loads of money doing it up. And trustees, staff and ‘residents’ spent
much time talking together and wrestling with what that place is all about. Meanwhile, our finances continued in a good state. Camp was very very successful and the input of many older young people into the
camps, and the preparation for them on an away weekend, was wonderful. And the continuing basic stuff
which the team (including a good few volunteers - some from churches elsewhere, and some people who
live locally) are involved with has had its usual challenges, but its joys too of course. Much of this you will
have picked up on through the year in our ‘Stoppress’ and in monthly prayer requests, and maybe from
being a volunteer yourself.
In many respects a good but perhaps not a very remarkable year for HYFC, while the city basked – or did
much of it? – in the glory of being UK City of Culture. But you are reading this half-way through 2018 and the
first half of this one has not been easy. And rather than have it as water under a bridge in a year, I want to
mention ‘why’ now, for your prayers.
Amy left our employment in March this year after nearly two years. Amy did much good work, and is badly
missed by many children and Mums, but the working relationship… well, it wasn’t working. It’s been a
source of distress and feelings of failure – you hope and pray that you can work things out and God will
make the difference, but we’re very sad to say, there was no happy ending.
The other source of great concern to us is our relationship with British Youth for Christ. As you know, we
are an accredited centre; chartered as a local centre as part of this international movement. But we, like
all the other centres, are also an independent charity - making all the decisions about what we do and how
we do it, here in Hull. BYFC are making some changes and tightening things up significantly. But after 20+
years of working in the way we have, adapting ‘Christian youth work’ to this particular context, we do things
pretty differently, or at least that’s how it feels to us just now. And the effect of some of that is that we may
not pass muster. We are talking and praying, and we have and will be talking more with people from BYFC.
Members present at the AGM have now been consulted in advance about what we propose to do about it
and possible consequences of the formal re-chartering process in September this year. We will inform all
members about what happens and if you want to comment or ask something, please do.
So, as usual we need the important three: faith, hope and love. We need your prayers for wisdom. And we
also need perseverance and endurance. Please stay – persevere, we hope with joy! - with us on this journey
in whatever way you have and can.
Thank you.

Andy

Ben
Ben, aged sixteen, is a regular attender at Youth Club. He has attended Hull YFC activities since the age
of four. We asked him a few questions to shed a little more light on the role we play in the life of one of
the young people growing up in the Boulevard area.
What do you like about youth club?
I like seeing my friends and having fun with them. I get to spend time with the leaders who are the nicest
people I’ve ever met. It’s weird and I can’t explain it, but I have a lot of respect for them. They’re just so kind
and nice to you. I’m not sure they can help but be kind to people. I feel like they’ve always been there for me.
I can always go to them and talk about my problems and all that. It’s hard to explain, but club just makes
me happy. I know on Wednesdays I can go to Club and so I’m excited - it helps me to get through school.
I’ve been to other clubs, but not felt I fitted in. At Club, you treat all the kids equal and you help every single
kid the same. I quite like that. I love how you like helping us, it’s weird. If I didn’t have Club, I’d just be laid in
bed watching Youtube videos like I always do. It gives me the chance to get some energy out, instead of just
lying in bed all day.
What has been your favourite thing you have been a part of this year?
Camp, no question about it. One of the best weeks in my year and I think this year it’s gonna be my best as
my best mate is going to Camp too. I love the atmosphere and the people. Everyone is just so happy and
cheerful. I know it’s weird but even when I was peeling potatoes it was fun. The Young Leader’s Weekend
was good too. I learnt about God and his works and how he helps us in our daily lives. I loved just hanging
out, playing cards with Sam (Matt’s House resident and Camp volunteer) and Scrabble with Rich. I liked
seeing all the others from Camp too.
You’ve been going to Hull YFC activities for 12 years, what difference do you think Hull YFC has
made to your life?
It’s made me more confident and more happy. When I was a kid I didn’t feel very confident until I started
coming to HYFC stuff, where I met and talked to new people and they gave me that boost of confidence. As
a kid, because of Breakfast Club I always had breakfast, which is a good thing as it’s always good to go to
school having had breakfast. Now I have Club and it’s nice to always have something to look forward to in
the week. You’ve also opened my eyes to God. You’ve taught me much more than RE ever did. I know God is
there, even though I haven’t worked it all out yet.
If you were the Hull YFC Team Leader for a week what changes would you make?
I’m not sure what I’d do … I’d probably punish the kids who cause trouble more; maybe give them longer
bans from Club. I think I’d make sure everyone could do more arts and crafts, I’d get the board games out
more and I’d organise more trips too.

Camp Sponsorship
We support children from some very difficult family backgrounds, who have or are currently going
through some awful circumstances. If all camp did was provide a temporary escape then it would be a
wonderful thing. But camp is also an opportunity to have horizons broadened, meet new people from
all over the country and importantly another chance to hear the gospel.
None of our families can afford to pay the total cost which is £140. So we try to raise £90 per child to
subsidise their place. We would like to offer 20 places to children this summer.
Please consider donating towards Camp. Whether small or big, your contribution will make a needed
and tangible difference to the lives of the children we are supporting.

Snapshots
from the Year

Over the year, one lad
has received a week-long
ban on seven occasions each time he returns is an
opportunity to demonstrate
God’s forgiveness and
enduring love.

Each Monday we meet with roughly
10 lads in their twenties. They all once
regularly attended our youth activities.
Although most of them no longer live
on the Boulevard, they like to stay
connected. One of them was amongst
the first kids at Zone 3 when it began 23
years ago.
Matt’s House residents organised an event
to raise mental health awareness.
This Spring we planted all the veg
needed for a Community Roast
Dinner that we will share together at
Harvest time.

‘We were overwhelmed by the
generosity of HYFC and were
touched by their kind words of
appreciation for all that we do.’
Kate Eaman
(Staff Member at Chiltern Primary)
Matt’s House hosts a regular
space with God and each other its different everytime.
This year we have made
bath bombs, learned to cook
with a Wok, organised an
Easter Fair, attempted to
produce rag rugs, hosted a
Christmas party, supported
one another to survive the
summer holidays, baked
Christmas cakes, met and
chatted with our local MP,
sampled hemp and banana
smoothies, put the world to
rights and drunk a lot of tea.

Camp was made even more special this year
by Nicky’s Baptism.

Youth Club
Beach Trip
Breakfast Club
City of Culture Theatre Trips
Sugar Rush (Girls Group)
Mad Pride
Italian Night
Camp Young Leaders Weekend
Monday Night Football
Prayer Day
Tuesday Meal
Chris’ 20th Anniversary
Easter Fair
School Assemblies
Community Garden
Orts
Baby Group
Fireworks Night
Chiltern Teacher’s Indian Buffet
Monday Club
Ante-Natal Parenting Course
RHM Recovery 12 Step Course
Soul Space
Chiltern Primary Coffee Mornings
Parents Group
Easter Family Celebration
Sponsored Bike Ride
Caravan of Love
Yorkshire Wildlife Park Trip
Chiltern School Classroom Support
Camp
Create @ Selby Street Mission
Chiltern School Governors

Whilst Hull was the City of Culture, ‘pay
what you can afford’ perfermances and
other efforts to involve local communties
in the celebrations enabled us to take 43
people to the theatre, 30 of whom had
never been to the theatre before.

“My heart felt like a desert until I came
to Orts. The voices of our friends and the
breaking of the bread gave me a sense of
worth, that I had never known until then.”
Cassie

‘Hull Youth for Christ assemblies are very well
received by all pupils, of all faiths at Chiltern
Primary school. Pupils in year 5 have often
quoted your assemblies when we discuss
the social, moral, cultural and spiritual
learning that we have covered within each
term. For example, [after your assembly
on God helping us in times of stress] one
pupil said, “That melon felt like my head
does sometimes when I am working really
hard. But I know God and others are there to
listen to me and help me remove the elastic
bands.” ’
Julie White
(Chiltern Primary Deputy Headteacher)

Chiltern invited Emma to attend
half-termly coffee mornings
to share about our activites
and offer support to local
parents. This half-term, the
group organised its first school
uniform swap shop.

This is of course the smaller stuff, the punctuation marks in between the laughing, crying, eating,
loving, praying, sharing Jesus and doing life with our neighbours here on the Boulevard.

9 Riders - 44 Miles
£600 Raised

Jodi and Toni
Over the last few years, the Fundraised figure in the Income section of our accounts has significantly
increased. This has solely been down to the efforts of parents attending our Breakfast Club. In this last
year, Jodi and Toni in particular have not only brought ideas, but they have made things happen. Their
efforts and their motivations have been particularly encouraging to us and so we thought we’d share
that with you in their own words.
What different ways have you fundraised for us over this last year?
T: Italian Night. J: Then we did the Easter Fair; that went brilliant, everyone loved that and then we’ve just
done the bike ride to With[ernsea].
Why did you decide it was important to raise money for Hull Youth for Christ?
J: Our kids come here every day, they join in with the clubs, they have breakfast and I join in with the
clubs and it’s just nice to give something back. We want to keep things going. We want to help kids in the
community have luxury trips and days out, like when we went to the Saramique pottery painting, that was
lovely. A lot of families round here just can’t afford it, and that’s just the truth. I couldn’t have afforded to
go to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park with all my kids. T: It’s not just the cost to get in, you’ve got to sort out
transport; most people can’t drive. We haven’t got that kind of money spare.
What is it about Hull Youth for Christ that makes it worth all the time and effort you’ve put in?
J: Because Breakfast Club is here long term and it’s helped kids; it’s helped my kid’s dad and it’s helped
Toni’s bain’s dad, and a load of others who used to be kids in the area. It’s not just a group thats like,
one day we’re gonna be here and a week later they just disappear. You’ve stuck with us, you’ve stuck with
the community; with the good and the bad, no matter what’s happened in the community, you stick with
people. And you have supported me a lot over the last two years, and I’ve learnt a lot and I think I’ve also
taught people things too. I want to build up a pot of money, so if there is ever a shortage, not enough for
cereal or for milk or say if your funding sources stop coming. I don’t want this to be one of those that just
closes and goes. T: Even if that means doing fundraising, after fundraising to keep that pot filled up, we’ll
do it.
How did you first get involved with Hull Youth for Christ?
J: Chris once soaked me in an assembly when I was seven. I was the unfortunate one who got picked out
of the audience. He did a magic trick and the water was supposed to stay in the cup, but it soaked me. So I
knew him from right back then. But I also went to Youth Club or 20p Club as we called it, as the bain’s dad
always went there. T: Mine was with the bain. His dad said he should go to the clubs that he used to go to.
To start with I was like “no way, because look how you turned out!” His dad was a little devil and still is. But
it’s something nice, because when he sees his dad, that’s what they talk about. He likes to reminisce about
the past. It gives them something to talk about with their dads. Their dads did it and now they’re doing it.
Another generation, isn’t it. J: Keeping it in the family. T: I aren’t being funny, but its like familiar isn’t it.
Kids are dubious when they meet new people. He would never have come in here and spoken to you, but
because his dad has spoken about you and he knows of you, then he’s fine.
What kind of things would you like the money to be spent on?
J: The biggest problem with society today is we’re not community, we are not. We don’t come together,
we don’t spend a lot of time with other families and that needs to happen. The more the community gets
together, the stronger we all are. And even if it is just these community days that we do when we come
together, at least then you’ve had opportunity to have conversations with other people and your kids have
also had that opportunity. T: Cos we’re all in the same boat. J: Our community needs that opportunity and
it needs an excuse to do it ... so let’s just do it. Let’s open the doors and say right, we’ve got a bouncy castle,
face paints, food - it brings people together. Give out free drinks and a couple of biscuits and believe me
they’re there.

Statement of Financial Activities
For the Year Ending 31 December 2017
Total
2017
7,193
34,185
30,206
2,822

Total
2016
7,951
42,394
19,903
3,571

769

791

1,409
3,009
0
5,520
115
85,229

633
3,993
0
80
151
79,467

Income (£)
Church Gifts
Individual Gifts
Trust Gifts
Event Contributions
Regular Activity
Charges
Fundraised
Tax Reclaim
Legacy
Matt’s House
Interest
Total

Funds Brought
Forward (£)
Surplus/Deficit
on Year (£)
Funds Carried
Forward (£)

Expenditure (£)
Wages
Other Personnel
Office/Admin
Matt’s House
Activity Costs
Total

Total
2017
65,623
1,746
3,346
5,520
14,537
90,772

Total
Unrestricted Funds

Total
Restricted Funds

Total
2017

Total
2016

50,187

18,893

69,080

67,861

(4,529)

(1,013)

(5,543)

1,220

45,657

17,880

63,537

69,080

Total
2016
60,303
1,451
3,280
80
13,134
78,247

Financial Report
I would like to give a huge heartfelt thank you to all our individual sponsors and Churches that supported
us during 2017. A big thank you also to the Breakfast Club parents who have fundraised for us over the
year raising significant amounts. Also a special thanks to Joy Edwards and those attending St Andrews,
Kirkella who by filling Smarties tubes with 20p pieces managed to raise nearly £300 during 2017!
We are immensely grateful to the Church Missionary Society, Joseph & Annie Cattle Trust, the Evangelical
Trust and Magdalen Hospital Trust who have all helped fund salaries this year; without these grants we
would struggle to maintain our paid staff. Thank you also to the Joseph Boaz Charitable Trust, One
Stop shop, Greggs, WA Horncastle Charitable Settlement, Comic Relief, the Camellia Trust, Holbeck
Charitable Trust, Hesslewood Children’s Trust, Imagine Foundation & the Joseph Rank Benevolent Fund.
Due to these grants being secured and continued support and generosity from trusts, churches and
people like yourselves who give regularly or as one-off donations, we were able to end the year with a
deficit of £5k when we had budgeted a deficit of £15k. The planned deficit was in part because of the
additional worker we took on in May 2016; we had agreed that if we couldn’t find new income we would
use some of our reserves which were in good health. We were delighted to see this deficit significantly
reduced by the generosity of donors.
As you know the government is increasing the national living wage for the next few years and this is going
to put a great pressure on us. If you are not already giving financially then please consider supporting us
and please also consider leaving a legacy to Hull Youth for Christ.
Thank you.

Sue

Aims

To Express the whole gospel
through actions and words.
To Empower people through
relational centered work.
To Establish workers/people to live
and work within the community.
To Encourage people to encounter
the hope of Christ.
To Educate and Equip Christians
with the gospel in this age.

Mission Statement

Core Values

Staff

Board of Trustees

Contact Details

To be Christ centered
To live and work holistically
To work relationally
To promote justice
To live simply
To serve and be served
Love!

To create long term community
based projects, sharing the gospel
with a culturally sensitive approach,
whilst serving and supporting
established youth work in Hull.

Andy Dorton (Chair),
Cathy Beynon
Pete Court
Stephen Moore (Treasurer)
Joy & Mike Donaldson
Andy Tillotson
Cathy & Martyn Westby
Jill Barton (Safeguarding)

www.hullyfc.co.uk

Richard Newby - Team Leader
Chris and Anna Hembury - Youth
and Community (CMS Partners)
Emma Newby - Families
Sue Adlard - Administrator +

c/o Boulevard Baptist Church,
Gordon Street,
Hull.			
HU3 3HJ
(01482) 221059
office@hullyfc.co.uk

